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AOC Process Description
General Steps in Applying for an Alternative Operating Condition (AOC)

Step 1:
For scenarios involving excess emissions, the petitioner should demonstrate mitigation to zero excess emissions.  Availability of AOC credits from the AOC bank may be checked with the Clerk of the Hearing Board.  The amount of AOC credits necessary to obtain the AOC may be reduced through intra-facility emissions reduction pursuant to Rule 518.2.  If there are no excess emissions, skip to step 3.

Step 2a:
If AOC credits are available, petitioner may apply for change of title of ERC.  A completed Form 401 and applicable fees must be submitted per Rule 301.
Step 2b:
If AOC credits are not available in sufficient quantities, the petitioner must provide additional ERCs.  Once the ERCs are identified, the petitioner must submit a complete ERC application for the change of title.
Step 3:
Petitioner files for AQMD variance and an AOC with Hearing Board.  At the time of filing, a prehearing conference will be scheduled for the purpose of discussing any issue relevant to the proceeding, including completeness of petition forms, date of noticed hearing, when to submit copy of AOC request to EPA for 45-day review period.  The prehearing conference will be held by the Hearing Board Chair, or a designated member, and attended, in person or by telephone, by representatives for the petitioner and respondent
Each request for an AOC must include at least the following:

· Required forms.  Check with the Clerk of the Board for the correct forms.  Use AOC supplement in addition to existing variance forms.  Petitioner must submit one set of Attachments I and II of supplement for each device/activity for which they are seeking coverage.
· Required fees.  See Rule 303, Table III, for filing fee.

· Copies of P/Cs or P/Os for subject equipment.

· Copies of any applicable NOVs or N/C issued within past year concerning subject equipment.

· Proposed language of AOC, including Schedule of Increments of Progress (for variances exceeding one year).

· Proof of AOC credit and/or ERC (certificate).

· Information on applicable excess emissions.

Step 4:
The Hearing Board clerk will have a notice published 30 days prior to the established hearing date, subject to the applicable fee in Rule 301.  The notice will include information pursuant to Rule 3006(a)(1)(B).
Step 6:
The Hearing Board posts the hearing date on the AQMD web site http://www.aqmd.gov/hearbd/hb_cal.html.

Step 7:
The Hearing Board clerk will submit a copy of the AOC to EPA for 45-day review pursuant to provision (e), (f)(4) and (m) of Rule 518.2, at the time agreed to by the parties during the prehearing conference.
Step 8:
At the noticed hearing, the Hearing Board determines if AOC can be granted.

Step 9:
If the AOC is granted, the AOC will be incorporated into the Title V permit by reference.
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