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PREFACE 

The 2012 AQMP represents a regional blueprint for achieving healthful  

air on behalf of the 16 million residents of the South Coast Basin. 

The air quality challenges are great, the stakes are high…and 

the legal deadlines loom sooner than most people realize. 

STEADY PROGRESS AND MOMENTUM 

The primary task of the 2012 AQMP is to bring our Basin into attainment with federal health-based 

standards for unhealthful fine particulate matter (PM2.5) by 2014.  Yet to have any reasonable 

expectation of meeting the 2023 ozone deadline, the scope and pace of continued air quality 

improvement must greatly intensify. 

 Regulatory frameworks to reduce unhealthful emissions are mostly pollutant-specific, focusing on 

one pollutant at a time to meet clean air standards.  However, outdoors, people inhale pollutants as a 

mixture, and the chemical interactions of multiple pollutants are complex.  For this reason, each 

AQMP is also a comprehensive plan that examines multiple pollutants and the most up-to-date 

scientific knowledge, in order to achieve the greatest air quality and health benefits for Southland 

residents while also balancing factors of cost and available funding. 

 The 2012 AQMP is a critical opportunity to re-sharpen our approach to achieve both breathable air 

and a healthier, revitalized economic future.  Fuel combustion for goods movement, transportation, 

and energy is the major cause of our worst-in-the-nation ozone problem, while strategies for climate 

protection that reduce fuel use & energy consumption also have corresponding air quality benefits 

for everyone in the Southland region. 

ECONOMIC SENSITIVITY 

The District remains sensitive to our region's slow recovery from recession, while retaining the 

precept that healthful air is not a luxury, but a right.  Therefore the 2012 AQMP seeks to maintain 

steady momentum along a dollar-wise path - - one that will reduce near-term public health expenses 

and lay a long-term foundation for more livable, energy-efficient communities and open additional 

economic opportunities. 

 Wherever possible, the plan seeks to identify solutions that can solve multiple problems from 

focused investments and clean-technology incentives.  Also, a number of the proposed measures are 

voluntary incentives and/or education programs that encourage innovation and early adoption.  In 

addition, the District, the California Air Resources Board (CARB), and fellow non-attainment 

district San Joaquin Valley have engaged in a major effort to collaborate on concepts for combined 

clean air gains and more efficient energy production & usage, especially in transportation - - in a 

coordinated manner. 

COLLABORATIVE, SYNERGISTIC EFFORTS 

Key to timely implementation of the 2012 AQMP will be coordinated, integrated planning efforts 

among local, regional, state, and federal entities, together with effective public-private partnerships; 

and continuing active participation by stakeholders including community health groups, academic, 

research, & training institutions, and experts in advanced near-zero and zero-emission technologies, 

especially as related to advanced goods movement technologies. 

 Recent years have seen co-funded projects among entities including SCAQMD, U.S. EPA, U.S. 

DOE, CARB, CEC, metropolitan planning organizations (such as SCAG), Clean Cities affiliates, 

Councils of Government, major OEMS, utility providers, goods movement authorities, and even 

international environmental consortiums.  These efforts have been an important first step - - but the 

time for redoubled commitment by all parties is now. 
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