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South Coast AQMD Board historically re-elects William A. Burke, Ed.D, as Chair
and re-elects Council Member Ben Benoit, as Vice-Chair

DIAMOND BAR-- William A. Burke, Ed.D., continues his unprecedented 13™ term as the
chairman of the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s Governing Board. Ben Benoit,
council member for the City of Wildomar, was elected to his third term as vice chairman. Their
new terms will begin on Jan. 14, 2020.

At the end of the term, Burke will be the longest-tenured member and the longest-serving
chairman of the South Coast AQMD Governing Board. He was first appointed to the Governing
Board in September 1993 by then-Speaker of the Assembly Willie L. Brown, Jr. Burke was re-
appointed to the Governing Board in by Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon and began his
eighth term in 2018.

“l am so proud of all the accomplishments we have made towards improving air quality and
am honored to serve as chair,” said Dr. William A. Burke, South Coast AQMD’s Governing
Board chair. “We will continue our fight towards clean air to better protect the health of all
residents, especially children, older adults, and residents in disadvantaged communities--those
who are the most vulnerable to the effects of air pollution.”

Ben Benoit is a council member for the City of Wildomar. He serves as vice chair for the
Western Riverside Council of Governments (WRCOG), and as a member of the Riverside
County Transportation Commission (RCTC). He was appointed as the Cities of Riverside County
representative to the Governing Board in February 2013, and was first elected as vice
chairman in January 2016.

“l am honored to continue our work in communities particularly impacted by air pollution,”
said Ben Benoit, South Coast AQMD’s Governing Board vice chair. “I look forward to working
with local organizations and businesses to incentivize the development and use of clean
technologies while we work towards our goal of reducing emissions from stationary sources
and the transportation sector.”
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South Coast AQMD is the air pollution control agency for Orange County and major portions of
Los Angeles, San Bernardino and Riverside counties, including the Coachella Valley. For news,
air quality alerts, event updates and more, please visit us at www.agmd.gov, download our
award-winning app, or follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

William A. Burke
Spesker of the Assembly Appointee
Chairman
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